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The National Convention on the

European Union in the Republic of

Macedonia (NCEU-MK) was

officially established on 9 of

November 2017 with the Plenary

session as an open, continuous and

inclusive forum for achieving a wide

social consensus on issues related

to the accession of the Republic of

Macedonia to the European Union.

 The motivating methodology of the

National Convention, already

confirmed in the case of the pre-

accession negotiation process of

the Slovak Republic, as well as in

some of our neighboring countries,

contributes to developing a

dialogue between representatives

of the Parliament, the Government

and other relevant state

institutions, civil associations,

political parties, representatives of

academia, business, trade unions,

non-governmental organizations as

well as all other stakeholders in the

integration process of the Republic

of Macedonia.   

The professional

organization devoted to the

advancement of the art and

science of proposal development is

the Association of Proposal

Management Professionals 

During the project period from 

January 1st to June 30th, 2018, 

the National Convention on the 

European Union in the Republic of 

Macedonia (NCEU-MK) contributed 

to reaching the overall goal with 

two cycles of four Working Group 

Sessions that were attended by 30 

to 70 participants each, with a total 

of about 400 participants. Every 

Working Group held two sessions, 

according to the schedule below. 

The first four sessions were 

financed by USAID, and the last four 

by SlovakAid. 

 

Four Working Groups (WG) were 

established and active during the 

last six months: 

Working Group 1: Agriculture and 

Rural Development 

Working Group 2: Social Policy and 

Employment 

Working Group 3: Judiciary and 

Fundamental Rights 

Working Group 4: Justice, Freedom 

and Security 



This newsletter is an overview of the 

activities of the Working Group I: 

Agriculture and rural development, 

covering the period of the first half of 

2018  i.e. the period from 01.01.2018 to 

30.06.2018.  During the first six months 

of 2018 the project activities, meetings 

and sessions have flourished in 

concrete, expert recommendations 

that will be the base for further actions 

of the Working Group 1 in the filed of 

Agriculture and rural development. 

 

At the very beginning the Working group 

focused on defining the scope of 

functioning and deciding on the team 

members and the list of experts that 

took part of the Working Group 1. There 

were stated many suggestions and 

opinions on the methodology and topics 

that will augment fast and stable 

improvement in the future of the 

agriculture and rural development in 

Macedonia. One of the more important 

suggestions was the Memorandum for 

Cooperation that was signed lately 

throughout the project (01/05/2018) 

between the National Federation of 

Farmers of RM and the European 

Movement in RM for cooperation within 

the NCEU.  

 

There were two Working sessions that 

attracted big media attention because 

of the  relevant topics covered and the 

experts and participants involved in the 

sessions. 

The topic of the first working session 

was: Agriculture and rural development  

from the perspective of IPARD 2: 

How to use it better?. 

 

During this session it was 

mentioned that, apart from the 

realization of the development 

goals, IPA 2 Program should 

introduce the candidate countries 

for using the Fund for Guidance and 

Guarantee in Agriculture within the 

framework of the European 

Common Policy. 

 

The key points identified during the 

session were land property rights 

(exceptionally well-known 

problem), access and creation of 

technical documentation 

(incomplete applications, 

proprietary barriers to foreign 

investors in agriculture), the 

organization of public calls (training 

of competent officials in state 

institutions); Improving the 

capacity of the institutions for 

servicing the IPARD funds, 

Informing and communication 

(insufficient understanding of the 

calls by the farmers), unsolved 

urban planning, Insufficient access 

to start-up capital.



The importance of the topic invigorated a 

debate among the members of the 

working group where the majority 

stressed that they see NCEU-MK as a 

very useful platform  where different 

stakeholders can meet and debate about 

agriculture. The main direction of the 

discussion was focused to the relevant 

state institutions, especially to the 

Agency for Financial Support of the 

Agriculture as main institution that 

administrate the IPARD - 2 Program.   

 

The draft-recommendations which 

resulted from the First session  were 

discussed and  prepared by the experts 

for the Second working session. 

 

On June 12th, 2018, the Working Group 1 

held the Second Session on  the topic: 

"Crediting in agriculture, agribusiness and 

rural areas". More than 50 participants 

took part: representatives of the Ministry 

of Agriculture, Forestry and Water 

economy (MAFWE), financial institutions 

in agribusiness, foreign diplomatic 

representatives, academic community 

and civic associations. 

 

In his introductory speech Minister Ljupco 

Nikolovski emphasized that, in the 

forthcoming period, the MAFWE will 

undertake intensive measures for easier 

access to financing in agriculture, 

because this is necessary not only for a 

short-term financial strengthening of 

producers, but also in order to improve 

capacities, new investments, increase 

productivity, and for modernizing and 

applying new technologies.  

He stressed that the State National 

Guarantee Fund is forseen to start up, 

in order to facilitate the access of 

farmers to loans, thereby increasing 

the investment activity in agriculture. 

For that purpose, in cooperation with 

USAID, an appropriate guarantee 

scheme was established, which covers 

up to 50% of the amount of the 

requested loan, the value of which 

could be as high as 500,000 US dollars. 

This year, 30 million Macedonian 

denars are foreseen for subsidizing the 

interest rates for IPARD investments. 

 

Slovak expert Marijana Čertiková, 

Agricultural Customers' Specialist 

from Československá obchodní banka, 

presented the experience of financing 

farmers in Slovakia with European 

funds, to whom, besides EU funds, also 

government support is given. Strict 

procedures and formalities do not 

allow farmers to devote themselves 

fully to production, and they can not 

immediately use the EU assistance, for 

which the government allows pre- 

lending to farmers with symbolic 

interest rates, as a kind of pre- 

financing system. At the beginning of 

the transition, the loans were with high 

interest rates and agriculture was 

considered risky for crediting. With the 

EU accession, investment and credits 

in agriculture increased, and today, it is 

considered one of the most stable 

economic activities. 

 

It was pointed out that crediting is 

being imposed as one of the most 



important factors for the 

development of rural areas and 

agriculture as the main activity for 

absorption of labor force. Access to 

loans is considered an important 

element for improving the quality and 

quantity of agricultural products, 

which affects the increase of 

farmers' income and creation of 

conditions for keeping the population 

in rural areas. Agriculture loans 

account for only 3%, although in the 

national gross product, this activity 

accounts for 10%, which shows that 

the agricultural loan market is still 

not efficient enough. 

It should be taken into account that 

the level of delinquency loans in 

agriculture is lower, compared to 

other sectors.  

 

Financial institutions note 

increased general and technical 

preparedness of farmers and 

agribusiness, which largely comes 

from their experience in applying for 

national funds and IPARD. However, 

there are several key challenges in 

this area: insufficient information, 

better training in selecting 

investments, and financial literacy of 

applicants, lacking innovative and 

development projects attractive for 

financing, over 20% of the potential 

capacities of the Savings Banks are 

not used. 

 

A small number of individual 

agricultural producers use loans and  

believe that financial institutions are 

not flexible enough and require 

mortgages even for low financial 

amounts. It was pointed out that 

farmers are more likely to settle for 

loans from relatives and friends than 

to take loans from banks. 

 

The in depth debates during the 

sessions and the working meetings 

led to fruitful  cooperation and 

resulted in recommendations that 

set the base for the upcoming six 

months period of activities in the 

scope of this project. 

 

Among the experts and 

professionals that actively took part 

in this project during the period of 

first six months of 2018, were: 
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Aleksandra Martinovska- 

Stojcheska, Ana Simonovska 

(Faculty of Agriculture Sciences and 

Food - FASF), Biljana Petrovska 

Mitrevska (National Federation of 

Farmers - NFF); Maja Lazareska 

Joveska; Ljubo Peno (Ministry of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Water 

economy - MAFWE); Ljupco 

Nikolovski  (MAFWE), Biljana 

Mitrevska, Vasko Hadzievski and 

EMRM team: Mileva Gjurovska, 

Nikola Todorvoski, Nikola Jazadziski, 

and Vlado Anchev and  Magdalena 

Stojmanovikj. 

 

The experts, working group 

members and the participants and 

guests involved will 

continue to share knowledge and 

experience, with the aim to bring the 

 agriculture and rural development in 

R. Macedonia on the same level as 

the  developed European countries.


