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The National Convention on the

European Union in the Republic of

Macedonia (NCEU-MK) was

officially established on 9 of

November 2017 with the Plenary

session as an open, continuous and

inclusive forum for achieving a wide

social consensus on issues related

to the accession of the Republic of

Macedonia to the European Union.

 The motivating methodology of the

National Convention, already

confirmed in the case of the pre-

accession negotiation process of

the Slovak Republic, as well as in

some of our neighboring countries,

contributes to developing a

dialogue between representatives

of the Parliament, the Government

and other relevant state

institutions, civil associations,

political parties, representatives of

academia, business, trade unions,

non-governmental organizations as

well as all other stakeholders in the

integration process of the Republic

of Macedonia.   

The professional

organization devoted to the

advancement of the art and

science of proposal development is

the Association of Proposal

Management Professionals 

During the project period from 

January 1st to June 30th, 2018, 

the National Convention on the 

European Union in the Republic of 

Macedonia (NCEU-MK) contributed 

to reaching the overall goal with 

two cycles of four Working Group 

Sessions that were attended by 30 

to 70 participants each, with a total 

of about 400 participants. Every 

Working Group held two sessions, 

according to the schedule below. 

The first four sessions were 

financed by USAID, and the last four 

by SlovakAid. 

 

Four Working Groups (WG) were 

established and active during the 

last six months: 

Working Group 1: Agriculture and 

Rural Development 

Working Group 2: Social Policy and 

Employment 

Working Group 3: Judiciary and 

Fundamental Rights 

Working Group 4: Justice, Freedom 

and Security 



During the first six months period, the 

Working Group 3 had five Working 

meetings of the Program Council, two 

sessions and one international session 

in order to come to the main goal of 

these activities i.e to conclude and 

define relevant recommendations in 

the field of judiciary and fundamental 

rights. 

 

The first two meetings were 

preparation and planning of the 

upcoming events and sessions. 

Starting from 2nd February 2018 the 

members of WG 3 were defining the 

scope and agenda of the First Session 

that took place at the Assembly of RM. 

The session was held on 1st March 

2018 on the topic: “INDEPENDENT AND 

UNBIASED JUDICIARY" - SYSTEMATIC 

AND MORAL DILEMMAS”. There were 

more than 80 participants among 

which senior state officials, experts in 

the field of judiciary (judges, public 

prosecutors, members of professional 

associations from this domain, 

academics, representatives of civil 

society and other prominent guests. 

 

After the opening speech by the 

President of the Assembly of the 

Republic of Macedonia, Talat Xhaferi, 

who expressed respect, support and 

laid hope in EMRM and NCEU-MK, Prof. 

Mileva Gjurovska reminded that the 

National Convention represents an 

open platform for dialogue on the EU 

integration processes and invited the 

important actors of our society to be 

part of this process.   

The director of the Association for 

Foreign Policy of Slovakia, 

Alexander Duleba, presented his 

country’s experiences on its road 

towards the EU and pointed out 

that a national consent on 

European membership should be 

reached and that this process 

should remain open to all citizens, 

to civil society organizations and all 

other stakeholders. He explained 

that the structure of the National 

Convention resembles the complex 

structure of the EU, which helps 

citizens to better understand 

what the EU actually is and how it 

functions. According to Duleba, the 

NCEU-MK can only be successful if 

the government  builds a 

partnership with the citizens and 

the civil sector. 

 

Mirjana Lazarova Trajkovska, a 

former judge at the Human Rights 

Court in Strasbourg, talked about 

the practice of the European Court 

of Human Rights regarding the 

court cases of the Republic of 

Macedonia. She said that, as far as 

the rule of law in an EU aspiring 

country is concerned, the road that 

leads to Brussels goes through 

Strasbourg. The practice of the  



European Court of Human Rights has 

to be worked out, because there is no 

case and aspect that the national 

courts that have not passed through 

the court of the European Court of 

Human Rights face. The independence 

and impartiality of the judiciary as 

preconditions for the rule of law will be 

the first lesson in Chapter 23. 

 

Aleksandar Jovanoski from the 

European Policies Institute EPI in 

Skopje stated his organization has 

proposed amendments to two key 

laws in the field of justice: the Law on 

Courts and the Law on the Judicial 

Council, in the chapters that 

are dealing with disciplinary 

responsibility and the introduction of 

qualitative assessments of judges in 

line with the changes proposed by the 

Government, but there is a need for 

their further explication. According to 

him, the national conventions in other 

countries where this model has been 

applied were actively involved in the 

preparation of the action plans for the 

reforms in the area covered by 

Chapter 23, and the NGO sector was 

actively involved in the activities and 

the state institutions were in constant 

contact with them.        

There was a discussion led by the co- 

chairpersons of WG-3 Muhamed Halili 

(EDRM) and Frosina Taseva (Ministry 

of Justice of the Republic of 

Macedonia) on several important 

issues regarding the functioning of 

the courts, the procedures for the 

appointment and the promotion of 

judges, the selection criteria for 

members of the Judicial Council, as 

well as other issues connected to the 

reforms in the judicial system, 

announced by the new Government.  

The debate flourished in a conclusion 

that a smaller working group would 

meet  in order to precisely formulate 

the recommendations arising from the 

debates. 

On the initiative of the expert team of 

WG 3, it was decided that an 

International Conference would be 

held in the context of affirmation of 

the Chapter 23. 

This initiative was supported by the 

EMRM and the Conference was held 

on 15th March 2018 on the topic: 

“How to reach quality and 

responsibility within judiciary: 

Legislation and good practices” at the 

Assambly of RM. 

 

"Politics has no right to interfere in the 

processes of exercising the rights and 

freedoms of citizens, contrary to the 

right to protect them from politics. 

The independence of the judiciary is 

possible in societies where the 

legislative and executive authorities 

do not take part in the appointment of 

public judges and 



 prosecutors", said Mileva Gjurovska. 

"The quality of the judiciary is not 

achieved by replacing judges with "more 

appropriate" candidates, but by ensuring 

a greater autonomy of the judiciary 

system and an adequate application of 

law." 

 

Deputy Prime Minister for European 

Affairs Bujar Osmani stressed that the 

reforms in the judiciary are a priority 

envisaged in the Government’s plan, the 

so-called “3-6-9” plan, and he expressed 

hope that those reforms will lead to the 

expected changes in the legal 

environment in the country.   

 

An expert presentation was given by 

Nuala Mole from AIE Center from Great 

Britain, who spoke about "Quality and 

responsible judiciary in the United 

Kingdom". 

 

After the conference the WG 3 held two 

more Working Meetings where 

members discussed about the 

organization, the agenda and the topic 

of the Second session. The Second 

session was then held at the Club of 

Deputies of RM on 3rd July 2018. The 

topic as defined previously was: 

„Effective measures in fighting 

corruption in Macedonia“. More than 50 

participants took part. 

 

In her opening address, Minister of 

Justice Renata Deskoska stated that 

the fight against corruption is one of the 

strategic priorities of the Government, 

and that an anti-corruption law is being 

worked on. 

Prof. Aleksandra Deanoska from the 

Faculty of Law Iustinianus Primus 

stressed the fact of lack of 

knowledge of the whistleblowers. 

She also added that the problem with 

the inconsistency of the legal acts is 

evident. Moreover, she emphasised 

the question whether the system 

needs more effective or efficient 

mechanisms.  

 

Frosina Taseska (State Secretary at 

the Ministry of Justice), as 

participant and moderator, posed the 

question: What is the right model 

that we need to incorporate in the 

fight against corruption? 

 

Natali Petrovska (Executive Director 

of the Coalition "All For Fair Trials") 

emphasized that there is a lack of 

qualified human resources/ 

professionals in the Courts involved 

in the corruption cases. 

 

'The pressure on the Court, initiated 

by political and other kind of motives, 

cannot be incorporated in the 

system of legal responsibility at the 

time being, while its impact is 

considerably large’, said Milka 

Ristova (Retired Judge in Supreme 

Court of R.M.). 

 



Peter Kovarik (Prime Minister’s Office, 

Government of the Slovak Republic) 

presented the strategies of the Republic 

of Slovakia in the fight against corruption 

and discussed the main problems, 

benefits and practices, as well as how 

Slovakia builds and manages the main 

bodies in the anti-corruption process. He 

stressed that it is a good practice that 

anti-corruption strategies are led from 

top to bottom levels of hierarchy. 

Mileva Gjurovska  stressed the political 

will as a key factor, but also reminded 

that all aspects of Chapter 23 are within 

the domain of action of the Government. 

 

The session concluded the 

recommendations of WG 3, that were 

fine tuned on the las Working meeting of 

the group after the session. 

 

Among all the participants of WG 3 

activities were: Mirjana Lazarova 

Trajkovska (Judge, Constitutional Court 

of RM); Mr. Talat Xhaferi (President of the 

Assembly of the Republic of 

Macedonia), Professor Mileva Gjurovska 

(EMRM President and National 

Coordinator of the Convention) 

Aleksandar Duleba (SFFA Director), 

Aleksandar Jovanoski (European Policies 

Institute EPI, Skopje), Muhamed Halili 

(EDRM), Frosina Taseva (Ministry of 

Justice of the Republic of 

Macedonia); Konstantin Minoski, 

Nikola Todorovski (working group 

coordinators), Jugoslava Polenak 

(PR manager) and Tiina Fahrni 

(financial manager); Magdalena 

Stojmanović; Bujar Osmani (Deputy 

Prime Minister for European Affairs), 

Sonja Mirakovska (Head of the 

Legislative Committee of the 

Macedonian Parliament),  Nuala Mole 

(AIE Center from Great Britain), 

Biljana Braithwaite, Program 

manager for the Western Balkan, 

AIRE Center London,  Dragoljub 

Popovic (Former Judge at the 

European Court of Human Rights in 

Strasbourg), Osman Kadriu (Judge at 

the Constitutional Court of the 

Republic of Macedonia) and Elena 

Andreevska (Professor SEE 

University Tetovo); Renata 

Deskoska (Minister of Justice), 

Peter Kovarik (Prime Minister’s 

Office, Government of the Slovak 

Republic), Milka Ristova, Aleksandra 

Deanoska, Frosina Taseska (State 

Secretary at the Ministry of 

Justice), Natali Petrovska 

(Executive Director of Coalition "All 

For Fair Trials"). 
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