
  

 
 

 

NATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE REPUBLIC OF NORTH 

MACEDONIA 

(NCEU-MK) 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS FROM THE SIXTH SESSION OF WORKING GROUP 3 – Judiciary 

and Fundamental Rights (Chapter 23) 

“Settlement as a measure for more efficient judiciary” 

 

1. To extend the rights of the accused in order to eliminate the practice of covert threats by the prosecutors, in 

particular through improper application of the detention measure, its dismissal by judges and the refusal to 

accept such confessions. 

2. To increase the allocated funding for judicial institutions, for the sole purpose of enhancing professional 

services (human resources and other necessary resources) as required by the new Criminal Procedure Code. 

3. To establish a regular practice of summoning the accused and his or her defence counsel to negotiate a plea 

bargain, in cases where public prosecutors have undisputed evidence of the accused’s guilt. 

4. To extend the rights of the defence in order to provide complete access to the evidence, as well as sufficient 

time for the defence counsel to prepare fully for all aspects of the guilty plea and to participate in plea 

bargaining. 

5. The Settlement Guidelines of November 2015 (adopted by the Public Prosecutor) should be amended in the 

part of the evaluation and approval by the Hierarchically Higher Public Prosecutor, whereby the consent for 

plea bargaining will be approved by the Public Prosecutor of the appropriate Public Prosecutor's Office. 

6. To develop Plea Bargaining Guidelines for the type and amount of criminal sanction, for the purpose of 

delivering uniform judicial practice of the courts, as well as to improve data entry in the ACCMIS to obtain 

data on the average sanction for a particular crime. 

7. To provide further training for all entities involved in the plea bargaining process, in order to overcome the 

practical obstacles to the realisation of this legal instrument. 

8. Raising the awareness among judges that they have the right to request, at the hearing of an assessment of 

the plea bargain, to present or evaluate any of the presented evidence, that is, to refuse to accept confessions 

that are not adequately substantiated by evidence, thus giving the judges a more active role in the evaluation 

of the confession and draft plea bargaining. 

9. Correction and improvement of the provisions of the LCP in the part of shortened procedure, with the 

purpose of compulsory summoning of the accused during the initiation of the investigation or gathering of 

evidence, with the aim of informing him about the procedure, thus making possible the application of the 

plea bargaining procedure at this stage of the criminal proceedings. 

10. The change of the LCP in the direction that property claim should be an integral part of the draft agreement 

and a mandatory court decision on the property claim in cases where it can be established without a doubt. 

 


