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After the extensive preparations, including
detailed work on the agenda, inviting impor-
tant and interested stakeholders and other
participants as well as further organizational
preparations, the international Opening Ple-
nary Conference was held in the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Republic of N.Macedonia
on November 9, 2017. The event was attended
by about 115 participants, and also about ten
representatives of national media (journalists,
cameramen and photo-reporters) who were
present during the formal part, as well as ob-
servers who did not stay for the whole dura-
tion of the conference, mostly from the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs. 
 

Nikola Dimitrov, Minister of Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of N. Macedonia, 
Ivan Korchok, the Slovak State Secretary
and Minister of Foreign and European
Affairs,
Bujar Osmani, Deputy Prime Minister for
European Affairs, 
Jess Bailey, US Ambassador to the Republic
of N. Macedonia,
Artan Grubi, Chairman of the Committee on
European Affairs of  the  Assembly of the
Republic of N. Macedonia,  
Lukaš Holub from the Delegation of the
European Union to Skopje, and
Tomáš Strážaj, representative of the
Slovak Foreign Policy Association (SFPA).

The conference was opened by EDRM`s
president Prof. Mileva Gjurovska who also
chaired the first panel. 
 
Speakers were:
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Opening the conference, Mileva Gjurovska
emphasized that the project of the National
Convention on the EU in the Republic of N.
Macedonia, funded by the Slovak Foreign
Policy Association and USAID, will have a dou-
ble impact, serving as a tool for converting
Slovakia's experiences in the process of EU
integration on the one side, and, on the other,
helping to build a strong consensus through-
out Macedonian society for the necessary
steps towards EU integration. In the frame-
work of the National Convention, Slovak ex-
perts will be able to pass on their integration
experience to Macedonian partners, thus
transferring good practices, but also pointing
at possible mistakes, in order for N.Macedonia
to successfully enter the final phase of the
Euro-integration process.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minister for foreign  affairs in Republic of  N.
Macedonia, Nikola Dimitrov stated that citi-
zen support for EU accession is extremely
high, even higher than in the last months, at
around 80 percent, which, as he said, is a
great encouragement, but also implies huge
responsibility for the government. He ex-
pressed satisfaction about having returned to
the path that had been abandoned in the
recent past and reestablishing a good partner-
ship with Brussels, as well as conviction that

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
the strategy pursued by the EC will strength-
en the Balkan's European perspective and
stimulate a competitive reform spirit. Accord-
ing to him, EU enlargement will change reali-
ty only when it is based on real reforms. The
Foreign Minister was confident that the more
work will be done in N. Macedonia itself, the
more likely it will be for the country to be-
come a member state. 

 
“ We will remain focused on our 
strategic agenda: Reforms in our 
country, as well continuing the 
development of good relations 

with our neighbors, 
implying open dialogue, building 
bridges for cooperation and thus 

confidence and respect. ”
 
 

The Chairman of the Commission for European
Affairs of the Assembly of the Republic of N.
Macedonia, Artan Grubi, said that Macedonia
got a second chance and needs to take this
opportunity by improving the democracy that
would guarantee the rule of law, independent
institutions, responsibility and equality of the
law.
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Slovak State Secretary and State Secretary for
External and European Affairs, Ivan Korchok
expressed firm support for N. Macedonia’s EU
integration and stressed that in the time of
Slovakia's accession to the EU, its political
situation was much worse than the situation
Macedonia has at the present moment and
that the country has to continuously work on
its transition.   He emphasized the importance
of using this positive moment for Republic of
N. Macedonia in aim of promoting the euro-
integrative processes.
 
 
The Vice-Prime minister for European Affairs
in the Government of the Republic of  N.
Macedonia, Bujar Osmani said that since the
new Government was established it has been
dedicated to work hard regarding the strategic
decision to put N. Macedonia on European
tracks again, which remains to be their first
and the most important task. 

He then reiterated that the primary mission of
the government is to improve the relations
with our strategic partners and supporters,
while at the same time stay focused on the
reforms aimed at strengthening the institu-
tions, the administration and Macedonian
society as a whole.
 
 
The US Ambassador in North Macedonia, Jess
Baily, pointed out that the accession of
N.Macedonia to the EU remains a priority for
the United States and that achieving this goal
will em-power North Macedonia to become a
prosperous democracy. This project is a true
sign of the US commitment to the EU
integration of the country.
 
 
Lukash Holub of the EU Delegation em-
phasized the support that the Union has
assigned to N. Macedonia in the past period,
and stressed that the establishment of the
National Convention would mean a new im-
pulse in the country's efforts to return and
step up the European integration process.
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The representative from the Slovak
Association for Foreign Policy, Tomas Strazaj,
pointed up that the National Convention was
successfully applied to Slovakia as a mo-
tivation model for the stakeholders in the
society to take part in the negotiations with
the EU and that the Convention in the
Republic of N. Macedonia will be organized
based on the Slovak model, as e permanent
forum for open dialogue between the govern-
ment representatives, the Parliament, the
relevant state institutions as well as the polit-
ical parties and universities, business, trade
unions and civil society.
 
 
The working part of the conference was
attended by experts engaged in the working
groups of the EU's National Convention in the
Republic of N. Macedonia, who spoke about
their respective areas of expertise in which
thy will participate in the work of one of four
working groups. This part of the Conference
was chaired by Prof. Trpe Stojanovski from
the European Movement in North Macedonia
and the director of the Slovak Association for
Foreign Policy, Aleksandar Duleba, Ivan
Knezevic from the European Movement Serbia
and Momcilo Radulovic from European Move-
ment in Montenegro.

In this part of the conference experts of the
four working groups also made their address-
es: Aleksandra Martinovska, Faculty of Agri-
culture and Food, talked about the fact that
she expects the topic of agriculture and rural
development in which she is engaged to be
especially focused on the public due to the
actuality of the subject of regulation and
agricultural standards because N. Macedonia
is a producer of agricultural products and
aspire to export to the European market.
Nano Ruzin from the FON University recalled
the importance of the theme of the social
policy and the crucial problem of employment
for Macedonian citizens in the light of
European social and employment policies
along with the labor rights policies. Simonida
Kacarska from the Institute for European
Affairs spoke about the importance of respect-
ing the human rights in the country as well as
the harmonization of the Macedonian laws
with the European legislation and the same
topic was addressed by Andrej Lepavtsev
from the Pan-European Union in the Republic
of N. Macedonia, while Blerim Reka from the
University of South East Europe referred to
the functioning of the justice system and the
need for its modernization and the application
of European standards both in the judiciary
and in the sphere of security.
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Knezevic and Radulovic presented their
experiences in the implementation of the
National Conference in their respective coun-
tries and the region, especially emphasizing
that they were very useful for their EU
accession processes, especially after the
negotiations  began, since  a large  part of the

recommendations of the working groups were
extremely useful during the negotiation
process. They expressed hope that the NCEU-
MK will become an important player in the
Macedonian society, whose influence and
contribution to the country's approximation to
the EU.
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