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Eight session of Working group 4
 Justice, Freedoms and Security

“SECURITY IN THE TIME OF PANDEMICS.
WHAT IS NEXT?”

As a part of the eight session of Working
group 4 (Justice, freedom and security –
Chapter 24) of the National Convention of
the European Union in the Republic of
North Macedonia (NCEU-MK) today,
21.10.2020, a working group session on the
topic “The pandemic and security. What
to do next?” took place.
During the session, the crucial questions
that present a security challenge to
modern society, such as the freedom of
movement and the necessary limitations,
migrant flows amid a pandemic, border
protection and other significant questions
relating to healthcare, education, sports
etc.
The leading experts from Macedonia and
Slovakia, who participated in the debate
came to the conclusion that the pandemic
completely changed the way society
functions and uncovered weaknesses in
many sectors, first and foremost in
healthcare.

Mileva Gjurovska, opened the very first
online session, which restarted the work
of the Convention after the break
imposed by the emergency protection
measures due to Covid 19. She noted
that the pandemic changed the func-
tioning of society and revealed the
inflexibility of institutions and their poor
readiness to work in emergencies. The
questions of security and the security
sector, including the public and private
security systems, have become ex-
tremely important in dealing with the
new situation. However, despite the ur-
gency of Covid 19 protection measures,
the previously worrying risks, such as
the massive number of illegal immi-
grants, human trafficking, organized
crime, and other high-risk events, have
not diminished. She pointed out: "The
question posed by the very title of the
session: how to continue living with a
pandemic shows that at the very
beginning it was not predicted that the
pandemic would last long. But it lasts,
and it is not known how long it will last.
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Apart from the health risks that are of
primary importance and the strengthening
of the health systems, the security risks at
the state borders are a vital area. This was
why numerous countries have placed an
emphasis on the security measures and
on border security. Then, safety of work-
places, schools, kindergartens, public
transport and other areas. The analyzes in
other countries show that there are whole
professional teams in all these segments,
which are starting to work on developing
measures for greater security”, said
Gjurovska.

Magdalena Nestorovska, Secretary of
State in the Ministry of Interior said that
the pandemic caused an increase in
certain types of crime and Europol analy-
sis, as well as our analysis, unequivocally
indicate that criminals did not retreat
during the pandemic, but only changed
their course of action. 

According to her, the most common
crimes are related to compliance with
the new health regulations, and prohibi-
tions related to the prevention of Covid-
19, and at certain intervals there was an
increase in aggravated theft and acts
with elements of violence. Given the
increased use of the Internet, and the
increasing dynamics of social me-dia, in
conditions of social distancing, the risk
of cybercrime is also increasing. In this
period, online trade, online pay-ments
have significantly increased, which can
lead to risks for the security and
protection of users' personal data, data
from their payment cards and bank
accounts, said Nestorovska. 

She further pointed out that the in-
crease of child sexual exploitation
through the Internet at the level of the
European Union is worrying, which has
imposed the need for constant monitor-
ing and taking preventive measures.
This is due to the isolation of children
that has increased during a pandemic,
increased exposure to the Internet, and
in many cases, insufficient parental
supervision. Their detection in these
conditions is difficult, and often they are
not visible to the services, said
Nestorovska. She added that there is an
increased presence of misinformation,
false news and hate speech, which
affects the decrease of public trust in
government institutions.
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Ivo Boskovski, consultant gastroenterol-
ogist at the Foundation of the University
Polyclinic "Agostino Gemeli" from Italy,
said that the fight against the pandemic is
being conducted in hospitals. "The situa-
tion in Italy at the beginning of the
pandemic was catastrophic, and now
(mid-October 2020) the situation is not
much better," he said. According to him, a
vaccine can not be expected soon, which
indicates the fact that the pandemic will
have a perennial character and that masks
will further become part of the culture of
living. 

Referring to the large number of infected
individuals in Italy, he added that the virus
is transmitted very easily in wet condi-
tions. The lockdown is not good for the
countries because the consequences can
be great and cause a great economic
crisis. The conditions for public health care
are not good due to the permanent cuts in
public health costs. "It is paradoxical that
at the beginning of the pandemic, protec-
tive masks could not be procured, so
many doctors became infected and died,
as well as nurses and technical staff,"
Boskovski said

However, the other side of the big
problem is the inability to treat other
people suffering from other diseases
that die from banal diseases, such as
appendicitis, heart attacks, intestinal
obstruction, etc., which under normal
circumstances would not lead to such
an outcome, because they could be
treated in time. Now, for fear of getting
infected or the inability of doctors to
dedicate to them the appropriate care,
peoples’ overall health is suffering. On
example is the situation with oncology
patients who have to go through a
check-up that take the health system
back to the 1980s and 1990s. It is even a
problem to have simple blood work
done. The health system needs support
from the Government and all other
institutions of the country. For example,
if the Italian government had decided
that wearing masks should be
mandatory immediately, we would not
be in this situation. This would apply to
all other protection measures taken by
the government.

Juraj Mesík, a global trend and risk
specialist, a former senior social devel-
opment specialist at the World Bank,
presented a comparative analysis of
how various countries are dealing with
the pandemic in Europe. According to
him, the Macedonian story about
dealing with Covid-19 is very different
from the story in Slovakia. 
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The Slovak story started with success, but
then failed. The spring wave was success-
fully managed, ending with only five
deaths per million inhabitants, the lowest
rate in Europe. But at the moment it
seems to be showing the wrong trajecto-
ry. The numbers are an indication of how
correct the policies were. "The fact that
we managed the first wave of the
pandemic is not a coincidence but the
result of active policies that relied on
science," Mesík said.
According to him, when the Slovak
government began to believe that the
pandemic was disappearing, it imple-
mented policies that led to a harsher
autumn wave. The situation was similar in
the Czech Republic. Such conditions
provoked anti-covid demonstrations,
protesters attacked the Government
buildings with stones, which shows the
stress in the society. Mesík predicts the
situation will worsen in the autumn and
winter months. The fundamental obliga-
tion facing governments around the world
is to save lives, and this goal is achievable
to a significant degree, but the way to do it
is very politicized.

Governments in this period are faced
with intensive activities in the field of
education and issues of how to organize
teaching, when students can return to
school. The economic issues, the
regulation of the work process, social
protection of the vulnerable categories
are especially serious. According to him,
complete closure, ie full quarantine,
gives solid results in preventing the
pandemic, so alternative forms of work
should be well formulated. Also, an
effective way of prevention is to
strengthen the immunity of the positive
lists to find supplements such as Zinc
and vitamin D. After the pandemic, ie in
2021, provided that the epidemic ends
with a successfully developed vaccine,
the world will move into an economic-
political crisis. However, every crisis
also brings opportunities. This crisis
shows that there is a great need for
reform of health systems and their
focus from disease treatment to disease
prevention and active health support.
The crisis is a kind of stress test of the
society, it is not a real catastrophe, but
an instance that must be passed. During
the crisis, there was a fluctuation of
medical staff from lower to higher paid
regions. In order to retain quality staff in
countries, governments need to devel-
op appropriate incentive systems (spe-
cial work arrangements, shifts, protec-
tive equipment, high monetary incen-
tives).
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Trpe Stojanovski, professor at the Faculty
of Security, UKLO Bitola said that in these
conditions of pandemic the Balkans are
presented as a rather vulnerable
environment, where rather tragic figures
show that we are facing an invisible
enemy, he is here, but we cannot
recognize him and we cannot qualitatively
position ourselves in terms of reducing
the consequences that arise from it.

Toni Stankovski, Deputy Director of the
Public Security Bureau said that the
pandemic undoubtedly changes the
world, changes the way of communica-
tion, the way of acting, the way of
functioning of institutions, state bodies,
and the way of life in general. Thus, the
Ministry of Interior, facing this new
situation, started to take appropriate
measures within the existing legislation.
The preparatory activities of the Ministry
of Interior were aimed at supporting
health professionals in implementing
health measures; Intensified control of
entry at border crossings, especially for
persons coming from high-risk countries;
Intensified control of the state border and
its closure; 

Providing the necessary protective
equipment and training for personal
protection of employees; Prohibitions
and restrictions on movement. It was
pointed out that the measures the
Ministry of Interior should take in order
to better deal with the pandemic: Lack
of human resources; Insufficient training
for acting and managing Pandemic
conditions at strategic / regional and
local level; Lack of equipment; Lack of
legislation / non-existence of the Law
on Emergency; Poor coordination and
coordination in dealing with the Army;
Lack of appropriate working conditions
for the implementation of measures for
keeping distance
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DISCUSSION

Magdalena LEMBOVSKA from Eurothink
stressed that now more than ever it is
imperative for the Government to
establish policies and implement
measures so that the vulnerable and the
marginalized have equal access to all
mechanisms of medical services, educa-
tion, poverty reduction, access to other
forms of social inclusion. According to
her, the pandemic revealed worrying
gaps in the capacity of the central and
local governments to effectively support
vulnerable groups, the socially excluded
and marginalized groups.

At the end of the discussion, the
national coordinator of NCEU-MK, Prof.
Mileva Gjurovska, gave a summary, in
which she highlighted the need for
systemic solutions for all sectors to
enforce so that the tragedy can be
somewhat mitigated. According to her,
the enormous expenses going into
treatment of the virus can be signifi-
cantly lowered if more attention was
focused on preventative measures. The
human resources issue, Gjurovska
noted, is symptomatic of our
community, not just in healthcare and
MIA, but in all the other areas as well.


