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RECOMMENDATIONS

NATIONAL CONVENTION ON THE EUROPEAN UNION IN THE REPUBLIC OF
NORTH MACEDONIA (WEB: nkeu.mk)

10-th session of Working Group | — Agriculture and Rural Development:
Skopje, 11™ of April (Monday) 2022

“Agri-food markets and food security in the current global crisis context”

1. To urgently prepare a Strategy for Food Security (of basic food products) and a General
Plan for the functioning of the agricultural sector in crisis situations, according to NSZRR
2021-2027.

2. To offer unused state agricultural land for the production of strategic crops, in order to
increase the capacities and production in the future period, which will reduce the need for
imports

3. To exempt producers of strategic crops from compensation for the rent of state agricultural
land.

4. To advance producers (at least 30%) in the area of direct payments and to consider the
possibility of increasing direct payments for strategic products.

5. To expand the list of products that are kept in commodity reserves (e.g. rice).

6. To provide temporary support to producers of strategic crops for the cost of fertilizer, which
currently adds a high production cost.

7. To request assistance from the EU — intervention funds for candidate countries.

8. To consider the possibility of a special measure to encourage the consumption of domestic
products (for example, for apples, within the framework of Article 45 of the Law on
Agriculture and Rural Development).

9. To activate the local self-government - the municipalities, in the food system, especially in
the fulfilment of the aforementioned recommendation.

10. To encourage primary farm processing and door-to-door sales.
11. To encourage the reduction of food losses, throughout the chain.
12. To establish an Agency or Fund for the management of agricultural land.

13. To provide guidelines (technical support) for the procurement of suitable seed material.
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